
Hope of the Resurrection  

Do you believe Jesus will come again? Why or why not?
Do you believe Jesus could come again today? Why or why not?
Do you believe Jesus will come again today? Why or why not?
If you knew for certain that Jesus would come again today, how 

would that change what you do today?

1. 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
THE RETURN OF THE LORD

What is Hope?
They were expecting Jesus to return soon.
When someone died, did they miss the boat?
Paul gives a clear picture of what to expect. So, what happens at

the 2nd Coming?
V. 14 - We believe that Jesus died and rose again 

2. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-3
PREPARATIONS FOR THE RETURN OFTHE LORD

When you least expect it, expect it.
Reference – Matthew 24:36-44
How do you prepare for something when you don’t know when 

it will happen?

3. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:4-11
BE ALERT AND AWAKE AND AT THE READY

Light and dark, day and night
Vv. 4:18 & 5:11 – Encourage each other with the 

Hope of the Resurrection



“I once had a dramatic demonstration of the close link between the loss of faith in the future and this
dangerous giving up. F——, my senior block warden, a fairly well-known composer and librettist, 
confided in me one day: “I would like to tell you something, Doctor. I have had a strange dream. A 
voice told me that I could wish for something, that I should only say what I wanted to know, and all 
my questions would be answered. What do you think I asked? That I would like to know when the 
war would be over for me. You know what I mean, Doctor—for me! I wanted to know when we, when 
our camp, would be liberated and our sufferings come to an end.” “And when did you have this 
dream?” I asked. “In February, 1945,” he answered. It was then the beginning of March. “What did 
your dream voice answer?” Furtively he whispered to me, “March thirtieth.” When F——told me 
about his dream, he was still full of hope and convinced that the voice of his dream would be right. 
But as the promised day drew nearer, the war news which reached our camp made it appear very 
unlikely that we would be free on the promised date. On March twenty-ninth, F——suddenly became 
ill and ran a high temperature. On March thirtieth, the day his prophecy had told him that the war and 
suffering would be over for him, he became delirious and lost consciousness. On March thirty-first, 
he was dead. To all outward appearances, he had died of typhus.”

— Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl 

“Those who know how close the connection is between the state of mind of a man—his courage 
and hope, or lack of them—and the state of immunity of his body will understand that the sudden loss
of hope and courage can have a deadly effect. The ultimate cause of my friend’s death was that the 
expected liberation did not come and he was severely disappointed. This suddenly lowered his 
body’s resistance against the latent typhus infection. His faith in the future and his will to live had 
become paralyzed and his body fell victim to illness—and thus the voice of his dream was right after 
all.”

— Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl 

Matthew 24:36-44

36“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels 
in heaven or the Son himself.  Only the Father knows.

37“When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day.
38In those days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings 

right up to the time Noah entered his boat.
39People didn’t realize what was going to happen until the flood came and swept them all 

away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes.
40“Two men will be working together in the field; one will be taken, the other left.
41Two women will be grinding flour at the mill; one will be taken, the other left.
42“So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming.
43Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep 

watch and not permit his house to be broken into.
44You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.
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